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A host of the still heathen tribes, now occupying1 the angle of the Upper Danube and the Upper Rhine, burst into Italy in a confederate horde, under their war-lord, Radagaisius; and once more Stilicho saved Italy by annihilating the invading force.
But triumphs of Stilicho were alarming to Honorius, as they had been to Arcadius. The great Vandal had shown a suspicious inclination to come to terms with the great Visigoth; and Honorius, incapable himself, was petulant under the domination of the able captain, whose daughter had been given to him for his wife. A plot was formed for the overthrow of Stilicho; in the summer of 408 he was condemned for treason and executed. Honorius had deliberately destroyed the bulwark of the Empire.
If Stilicho had lived, Alaric would probably have measured swords with him again as soon as he felt strong enough to renew the struggle. Now that Stilicho was gone there was no one to measure swords with. Two months after Stilicho's death the armies of Alaric were under the walls of Rome.
Alaric did not trouble himself about the Imperial court at Ravenna, a city extremely difficult to attack. In 408 he contented himself with exacting from Rome a heavy ransom and retiring. Next year he came again and set up in Rome a puppet rival to Honorius named Attalus. In 410 he came the third time, removed his puppet, and sacked the Eternal City itself, which he had hitherto spared. It is to be remarked, however, that he sternly repressed sacrilege; there was no violation of Christian sanctuaries, no robbing of churches. Nevertheless the mere fact that Rome, inviolate for eight centuries, had actually been sacked by the barbarian came upon the whole world as an overwhelming shock.
And yet Alaric did not choose to make himself Emperor. There could be no more convincing demonstration of the tremendous impression made by the idea of the Roman Empire upon all who came in contact with it than this: that the conqueror would not overthrow it, but, accepting it as a necessary fact in the world, elected to be himself called not its head but its minister, demanding official recognition as captain-general of its armies.
Alaric left Rome and led his Goths into Southern Italy, sweeping in spoils. He contemplated an advance into Sicily and thence to Africa, but his career was stayed by his sudden death. His kinsmen and chosen successor, Athatdf, dropped the design. He, even more than Alaric, had been conquered by the conception of Imperial Rome, and chose to look upon himself as the servant of the Empire of which he might have been master, though he paid little enough heed to the Emperor at Ravenna. He did not wish either to be a mere destroyer* or to repose m Italy in inglorious and enervating ease. The West offeree! a field for his energies, and thither he betook himself with his Gothic